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TCF-Recycling Plants.
Protecting the environment
and cutting costs.
The plant:
■ melting of contaminated scrap
■ TCF-Process
■ metal circulation system
■ automatic charging equipment
■ integrated control system

Benefits:
■ easy pouring
■ very safe operation
■ fully automatic operation
■ environmental friendly
■ reliable operation

The USA he feels has to” 
work harder” at recovering 
and growing its current posi-
tion but sees some good news, 
for example in Kaiser restart-
ing some of its potlines.

Other likely growth spots 
he identifies as Iceland, Afri-
ca, Malaysia and Jamaica, 

But he doesn’t expect 
much more smelting growth 
in Canada or Australia, the 
leader in bauxite supply. 
Guinea has massive bauxite 
resources also and is expected 
to grow.

Understanding 
the region

Allan realises it is quite a 
hallmark of success to keep 
growing in all these countries 
which have a high diversity 
of cultures. “To be success-
ful in international business,” 
he says, “you must under-
stand the history and culture 
of each country, since these 
affect decisions, timing, atti-
tudes and so on. This is true 
not least in Turkey, where 

the invaluable local Pyrotek/ 
Refsan team under the guid-
ance of chairman and manag-
ing director, Murat Ozaydinli 
has performed marvellously, 
including the organisation 
of MQW4 here this week in 
Istanbul.”

One growing considera-
tion for all internationally 
active companies, including 
Pyrotek, Allan continues, is 
that of transportation – of raw 
materials, finished products 
and equipment. The soar-
ing cost of freight, he says is 
now defining new centres of 
manufacturing excellence. 
For example whereas a con-
tainer used to cost $3,000 it’s 
now over $10,000. This may 
drive customers to seek more 
local suppliers, an area where 
Pyrotek excels due to its +35 
global stocking locations.

In terms of sales pros-
pects, he states that when 
aluminium metal prices are 
high it is easier to sell capital 
equipment to customers. Ris-
ing gasoline prices encourage 
more vehicle weight reduc-
tion and this means more alu-

minium will be used. Today, 
and in the future, there will 
be an ever-wider choice of 
materials but the aluminium 
industry will improve facing 
this new competition.

Pyrotek’s future looks 
bright, but after 40 years 
of growth and faced with 
weekly approaches to acquire 
Pyrotek, why hasn’t he sold the 
company by now? Because, 
as he admits, essentially he is 
still keenly energised by the 
company’s development and 
achievements – and he enjoys 
the close affiliation with peo-
ple. He insists he still works 
because he wants to work, not 
because he has to.

The key to carry on run-
ning a business, Allan insists, 
is that it must be fun – most 
of the time anyway and if it’s 
not, then you should look for 
another job. And, as a closing 
remark, he says “don’t fight 
change – see it as an opportu-
nity and adapt to it!”

Congratulations Allan, on 
your fi rst 40 years with 

Pyrotek!
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METEF-FOUNDEQ 2008 – 
exceptional attendance in classic Italian style

Brescia was the point of ref-
erence for the world of alu-
minium and metals this past 
April and the figures for the 
event demonstrate it:

■    more than 560 companies 
exhibited representing the 
primary countries in an 
ever more global market 
that focuses on China and 
India, the Eastern Europe-
an countries, the Mediter-
ranean basin, the Middle 
East and South America

■    7 pavilions comprising 
a total of 17,000 square 
metres of covered exhibi-
tion space

■    19,000 expert visitors 
(12percent increase from 
2006) 

■    5 meetings and 3 round 
tables

■    400 managers and poli-
ticians representing 23 
international delegations 
hosted by Amafond and 
Assomet

 
■    the leading institutions and 

Italian and foreign associa-
tions of the sector gathered 
together

Among the most success-
ful collateral events of this 
edition were the HTDC (High 
Tech Die Casting) Confer-
ence on foundry and diecast-
ing, the Policy Round Table 
on the future of metallurgy, 
the meeting Why design Fin-
ishing, and the demo areas 
Extrusion Show and Cast-
ing-Die Casting Show. �The 
event culminated with the 
Gala Evening on Thursday, 
a pleasant and refined gath-
ering for the exhibitors with 
nearly 1,000 attendees. 

Metef 2008

See you again in Brescia 
during the 8th Metef from 14 
to 17 April 2010.

Alcoa Alloys Use on First 
China-Produced Jet
Several Alcoa-developed 
high-performance alloys 
and have been used on Chi-
na’s first regional jet, the 
ARJ21-700. The 90-passen-
ger, medium-range ARJ21 
was completed in Shang-
hai last December and is 
expected to board its first 
customers in 2009. The jet, 
developed by AVIC1 Com-
mercial Aircraft Company 
(ACAC) marks China’s 
intention to dramatically 
expand its civil aircraft 
manufacturing industry.

Alcoa material used on 
the ARJ21 include advanced 
heat-treated and plate alloys 

from Alcoa’s Davenport, 
Iowa plant. These materi-
als can be found on the air-
frame and throughout the 
aircraft where high-strength, 
toughness, crack resistance, 
and corrosion resistance are 
required. The wing and fuse-
lage stringers, floor beams, 
and seat tracks are extru-
sions made from proprietary 
alloys and process technolo-
gies sourced from Lafayette, 
Indiana; Changwon, South 
Korea; and Chandler, Ari-
zona plants. 

Alcoa Fastening System’s 
specially engineered aero-
space engine nuts, inserts, 
and studs are used on the 

aircraft’s two G.E. CF34-10A 
engines. The engines are also 
equipped with airfoil castings 
and structural components 
from Alcoa’s Power and Pro-
pulsion business in White-
hall, Michigan; Wichita Falls, 
Texas; and Winsted and Bran-
ford, Canada.

Kunpeng Airlines, a new 
regional airline in China, has 
ordered 50 of the ARJ21-700 
jets, with an option on an 
additional 50. ACAC has 35 
additional firm orders for the 
plane, which was developed 
for both the Chinese and 
export markets. Over the next 
20 years, ACAC sees a poten-
tial market for 850 ARJ21s

To the victims of the earthquake in China

APT ALUMINIUM and all their staff are expressing their deep-

est sympathy to the Chinese nation of PRC and in particular 

compasion to the numerous victims of territories that have been 

affected from the recent earthquake.

It is our hope and wish that the resourceful Chinese people will 

succeed to recover from their suffering and damage soon. Our 

thoughts are with them in these difficult times.

Chinese Smelters Choose Outotec
Chinese smelters looking 
to expand operations and 
improve processes have 
turned to Outotec to fulfill 
three contracts valued at 
approximately EUR17 mil-
lion.

Huomei Hongjun Alu-
minium-Power Co Ltd, 
located in the Inner Mon-
golia Autonomous Region, 
selected Outotec to supply 
a sow casting system with 
a capacity of 30 tonnes per 

hour for the production of 
700 kg ingots. The system is 
expected to be completed by 
October 2008.

Another 30 tonnes per 
hour sow casting system is 
being built for Yellow River 
Hydropower Development 
Company for its greenfield 
aluminium smelter Xining in 
the Qinghai province. 

This contract also calls for 
Outotec to create two sets of 
key rod shop process equip-
ment. This equipment is 

expected to be commissioned 
in August 2008. China Alu-
minium International Trad-
ing Company is expanding its 
aluminium smelter in Fushun 
in the Liaoning province. 

For the expansion, Outo-
tec will supply a vibrocom-
pactor and key rod shop 
process equipment. The 
vibrocompactor is slated for 
a November 2008 delivery, 
while the rod shop equipment 
is expected to ship from Ger-
many in August 2008.




